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INTRODUCTION 

Embarking on an academic journey in the United 
Kingdom is a dream for many international students. 
To turn that dream into reality, one of the most 
critical steps is securing a UK student visa. Navigating 
the intricacies of this visa application process, 
understanding the requirements, and knowing the 
different types of visas available can be a daunting 
task. In this comprehensive article, we’ll provide you 
with all the essential information you need to know 
about the UK student visa. Whether you’re planning 
to pursue a degree, language course, or a short-term 
study programme in the UK, this guide will be your 
indispensable resource to ensure a successful and 
smooth visa application process.  
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

To be eligible for a student visa to the UK, you must 
meet the following requirements: 

• You must have been accepted into a full-time course 
of study at a recognised UK education institution. 

• You must have sufficient funds to support yourself 
and any dependants during your studies in the UK. 
You must have sufficient funds to cover your course 
fees for one academic year, which is typically up 
to 9 months. The specific amount required will be 
indicated on your Confirmation of Acceptance for 
Studies (CAS). For courses in London, this translates 
to £1,334 per month for a maximum of 9 months, 
while for courses outside London, the requirement is 
£1,023 per month for the same duration. 

• You must be able to speak, read, write, and 
understand English to a level that is sufficient for your 
studies. 

• You must meet the UK’s immigration health 
requirements. 
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SCOPE OF COVERAGE  

A student visa to the UK allows you to: 

• Study at a recognised UK education institution 

• Live in the UK for the duration of your studies 

• Work part-time (up to 20 hours per week during term 
time) 

• Bring your family with you (dependant visa) 

TYPES OF STUDENT VISAS  

There are two main types of student viss to the UK: 

Tier 4 (General) Student Visa: This visa is for 
students who are coming to the UK to study for a full-
time course of study at a recognised UK education 
institution. 

Tier 4 (Child) Student Visa: This visa is for children 
under the age of 18 who are coming to the UK to study 
at a recognised UK education institution.
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DOCUMENTS REQUIRED 

The documents required to apply for a student visa 
to the UK vary depending on your nationality and 
the type of visa you are applying for. However, some 
common documents include: 

• A valid passport 

• A completed visa application form 

• A CAS (Certificate of Acceptance for Studies) 
statement from your UK education institution 

• Proof of financial support 

• An ATAS certificate is necessary if both your course 
and nationality make it a requirement.  

• If you’re under the age of 18, you must provide 
evidence of consent from your parent or legal 
guardian. 

• Proof of English language proficiency 

• A tuberculosis test certificate (if required) 

Language Proficiency Requirements 

• IELTS- An overall band score of 6 with no band below 
5.5 in each section 

• TOFEL iBT- A minimum score of 70 
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

To apply for a student visa to the UK, you can follow 
these steps: 

• Visit the UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) website 
and create an account. 

• Complete the online visa application form. 

• Pay the visa application fee. The application fee for 
a Student visa when applying from outside the UK is 
£490. 

• Book an appointment at a visa application centre. You 
are required to provide your biometric information, 
including fingerprints and a photograph, at the visa 
application centre. 

• Attend your appointment and submit your visa 
application and supporting documents. 
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VALIDITY 

The duration of your stay in the UK is determined by 
factors such as the length of your course and your 
prior study history in the UK. 

If you’re 18 years or older and your course is at a 
degree level, you typically have the option to remain 
in the UK for a maximum of 5 years. For courses below 
degree level, the standard duration is typically up to 2 
years. To ascertain the precise duration of your stay, it’s 
advisable to refer to the provided guidance. 

If you intend to prolong your stay in the UK, there are 
several possibilities: 

• You may extend your visa if you meet the eligibility 
criteria, allowing you to continue your studies in the 
UK. 

• If you are already in the UK under a different visa 
category, you may switch to a Student visa. 

• After completing your course, you may opt to switch 
to a Graduate visa, permitting you to remain in the UK 
for at least 2 additional years. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What is a UK Student Visa, and who needs one? 

A UK Student Visa, also known as a Tier 4 (General) 
Visa, is required for non-European students planning to 
study in the UK for longer than 6 months. 

How do I apply for a UK Student Visa? 

You can apply online through the UK government’s 
official website or a visa application centre in your 
home country. 

What types of UK Student Visas are available? 

There are two main types: the Tier 4 (General) Student 
Visa and the Short-term Study Visa. The type you need 
depends on the length and type of your course. 

How long can I stay in the UK with a Tier 4 
(General) Student Visa? 

The duration depends on the length of your course. 
Typically, you can stay for the full length of your course 
plus a few months. 

Can I work while on a Tier 4 (General) Student 
Visa? 

Yes, you can work part-time during your studies and 
full-time during vacations. There are restrictions, so 
check the specific guidelines. 

What funds do I need to show for my Tier 4 
(General) Student Visa application? 

You must demonstrate that you have enough money 
to cover your course fees and living expenses. 
The specific amount varies depending on your 
circumstances. 
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Do I need to take a Tuberculosis (TB) test for the 
UK Student Visa? 

Some applicants from certain countries are required to 
take a TB test as part of their visa application. Check if 
it applies to you. 

What is the CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance for 
Studies) and how do I get one? 

The CAS is an essential document provided by your UK 
institution. You’ll receive it once you’re accepted, and it 
contains crucial information for your visa application. 

Can I extend my Tier 4 (General) Student Visa? 

Yes, you can extend your visa if you’re continuing your 
studies or if you’re switching courses within the UK. 

What happens if I complete my course early or 
later than expected? 

If you finish early, your visa will be valid until the 
original course end date. If you need more time, you 
may apply for an extension. 

Can I bring my family with me on a UK Student 
Visa? 

You can bring dependants (spouse or children) if you’re 
studying a postgraduate course for nine months or 
longer. 

What should I do if my visa application is rejected? 

You can either appeal the decision or reapply. It’s 
essential to understand the reasons for the rejection to 
address any issues. 
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Is healthcare provided under the UK Student Visa? 

If you’re studying for six months or longer, you may be 
eligible for the National Health Service (NHS). Short-
term Study Visa holders need private health insurance. 

Can I switch to a work visa after completing my 
studies? 

Yes, after graduating from a UK institution, you can 
apply for a work visa such as a Post-Study Work Visa. 

What are the financial requirements for the Short-
term Study Visa? 

You need to show that you can financially support 
yourself during your stay and cover your course fees. 
The exact amount depends on your circumstances. 
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