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INTRODUCTION

Germany, a global magnet for students, beckons

from every corner of the world, offering unparallelled
educational opportunities. Yet, like any sought-after
destination, Germany has its entry criteria. Depending
on your place of origin, a German student visa may be
your ticket to unlocking the doors of opportunity and
academic growth in this vibrant nation.

Dreaming of studying in Germany, the land of
Innovation, culture, and academic excellence? Well,

the first step to realising your aspirations is securing a
German student visa. Join us on an informative journey
as we demystify the application process, share expert
tips, and open the door to the educational adventure of
a lifetime. Germany’s world-renowned universities and
rich cultural heritage await you. Let’'s embark on this
exciting voyage together!
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DO YOU NEED A VISA TO STUDY IN
GERMANY?

Studying in Germany may or may not reqguire a visa,
depending on your country of residence. Visa-free
entry Is granted to individuals from the following
regions:

EEA/EU citizens
* Australia
 Andorra
*Brazil
Canada

*E| Salvador

e Honduras
*|srael

e Japan
*Monaco
*New Zealand
*San Marino

* Switzerland
*United States
South Korea

If your country of residence isn’t on the list, don’t fret
- we’re here to provide you with all the vital details in
this article.

@ Stay ahead with Lurnable’s exclusive WhatsApp group g


https://chat.whatsapp.com/Cpx83hpqUBLGTmNWWIMAQB

Guide to Germany Lurn \/Oyage
Student Visas. Ebook from Lurnable.com

For residents of the mentioned countries, a crucial
step is to register with the local Residents’ Registration
Office within two weeks of arriving in Germanvy.
Additionally, for residents of Andorra, Brazil, El
Salvador, Honduras, Monaco, and San Marino, a visa

IS required if you plan to work during your studies or
after graduation. Your journey to studying in Germany
starts here, and we’ve got you covered every step of
the way.”
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TYPES OF GERMAN STUDENT VISAS

In the quest for German education excellence, selecting
the right visa is crucial. Germany offers a variety of
visa options based on the purpose and duration of
your stay. If your intent is educational and long-term,
the Short-term/Schengen visa (C Visa) won’t be your
pathway. Instead, the Germany National Visa (D Visa)

IS your ticket to long-term learning. Your educational
journey in Germany Is unigue, and so are your visa
options !!

Within the realm of German Student visas, consider the
following options tailored to the specifics of your study
programme:

Language Course Visa: Ideal for German language
courses ranging from 3 months to 1 year.

Student Applicant Visa: Designed for those awaiting
formal admission letters or preparing for university
entrance exams. This visa has a 3-month validity,
extendable up to 6 months.

Student Visa: Your long-term solution once you’ve
secured admission to a German university. Remember
to promptly register with the Alien Registration Office
INn your German city of residence within two weeks of
arrival to facilitate your Residence Permit.
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ELIGIBILITY FOR A GERMAN STUDENT
VISA.

The key to your German student visa lies in meeting
specific eligibility criteria. To embark on this
educational adventure, make sure you:

Acceptance Letter: The cornerstone of your
application is an acceptance letter from a recognised
German university or college. This document is your
gateway to academic excellence, and a copy must be
submitted to the German embassy or consulate in your
home country.

Financial Proof: Demonstrating your financial
readiness is imperative. You need to show that
you have the means to cover your living expenses
INn Germany, whether through income, savings, or
scholarships.

Health Insurance: Prioritise your well-being with
comprehensive health insurance coverage while
studying in Germany. Options include insurance from
a German provider or a private insurance company in
your home country.

Language Proficiency: Meeting German language
requirements for your chosen course ( if applicable) is
crucial. You can achieve this by successfully passing a
German language test, such as the TestDaF or the DSH.
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BENEFITS OF THE SUBCLASS 500 VISA

World-Class Education: Australia is home to some of
the top-ranking universities globally, and this visa allows
you to access the world-class education they offer.

Cultural Diversity: Studying in Australia exposes you
to a rich tapestry of cultures, broadening your horizons
and fostering global connections.

Work Opportunities: The Student Visa (Subclass 500)
generally permits you to work part-time during your
studies and full-time during scheduled breaks, enabling
you to gain valuable work experience.

Quality of Life: With high standards of living, safety,
and excellent healthcare, Australia provides a nurturing
environment for your academic journey.

Post-Graduation Pathways: This visa can also be a
stepping stone to other Australian visas, such as the
Temporary Graduate Visa (Subclass 485), which allows
you to gain work experience after completing your
studies.
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COVERAGE OF THE GERMAN
STUDENT VISA

With a German student visa, a world of opportunities
unfolds before you:

Educational Excellence: It grants you access to
recognised universities and colleges in Germany, where
academic brilliance and innovation thrive.

Financial Independence: The flexibility to work part-
time, up to 20 hours per week during the semester and
full-time during holidays, ensures you can balance your
finances while pursuing your studies.

Schengen Adventure: As a bonus, your German student
visa unlocks the doors to the Schengen area, allowing
you to explore Europe without the need for an additional
Visa.
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DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR APPLYING
FOR SUBCLASS 500 VISA

Your pursuit of a German student visa hinges on
meeting these crucial requirements:

Visa Application Documents:

 Duly completed and signed national visa application
form.

* Valid national passport.

 TwWo photocopies of your passport.
*Birth certificate.

e Marriage certificate (if applicable).

e Child’s birth certificate (if applicable).

Up to 3 recent passport-style photographs, obtainable
conveniently from MyBiometricPhotos.com.

 Photocopies of previous German residence titles (if
applicable).

Proof of Financial Resources
“Finanzierungsnachweis” (Choose one):

e Confirmation of an €11,208 deposit in a German
blocked bank account.

o Letter of commitment and evidence of your parent’s
iIncome and financial assets.

o Letter of commitment by a German resident, obtained
from the Alien’s Registration Office, pledging to cover
your study costs.

* Scholarship awarding certificate specifying the
covered costs.
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e Bank guarantee from a recognised German bank.

Proof of University Admission:

 Confirmation of admission to your chosen studies,
“Zulassungsbescheid,” issued by a recognised higher
education provider in Germany, indicating your
programme start date and the language of instruction.

 For conditional admission, you must provide a
“Bedingter Zulassungsbescheid” and confirmation of
participation in an intensive language course lasting
more than 6 months, with at least 18 hours of weekly
lessons.

|[f you are conditionally admitted to a university
preparatory course, include the relevant
documentation.

Evidence of Previous Education:
e Original school-leaving certificate.

 Degree certificate (if entering Master’s or PhD
studies).

Student health insurance.

Health Insurance for Travel (Covering the Period from
Departure to University Enrolment - Approximately 3
Months)

 For students aged 29 and below, you can enjoy
complimentary travel health insurance for up to 3
days through German Student Insurance, effective
from March 5, 2020.
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|f you're 30 years or older, a language student, an
iIntern, or a doctoral student, consider enrolling In
EDUCARE24 by DR-WALTER. This health insurance
offering combines affordability and quality, and
It holds recognition from German Embassies and
Consulates worldwide

Curriculum Vitae (CV)

Statement of Purpose: Elaborate on your selection of
this degree programme and outline your aspirations for
the future.

University Entrance Qualification.

Certificate of German or English Language
Proficiency.

Meeting these requirements is your passport to a
vibrant educational journey in Germany.

* German Language Proficiency Certificate- Minimum B]
level

e |[ELTS- An overall band score of 6 with no band below
55

* TOFEL- An overall score of 550 (Paper based), 213
(computer-based) and 79-80 (internet-based).
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PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING FOR A
GERMAN STUDENT VISA

Navigating the German student visa application
process can seem daunting, especially for international
students. While procedures may vary by country, you
can gain a general understanding of the main steps
iInvolved. Here’s a breakdown of how to apply for a
German Student Visa:

Step 1: Obtain APS Certificates

Submission of APS certificates will be a compulsory
requirement for your visa application. To apply for
and secure an APS certificate required for a German
student visa, follow these steps:

Understand the Application Process: Begin by
acquainting yourself with the application process and
prerequisites. You can access this information on the
Academic Evaluation Centre (APS) on India’s official
website.

Collect Essential Documents: The documents you need
will depend on your education level and chosen course
of study. Nevertheless, standard documents usually
iInclude:

 Copies of academic certificates and transcripts.
* A copy of your passport.

A copy of your acceptance letter from a German
university or college.

* A copy of your health insurance certificate.

A copy of your proof of financial resources.
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Complete Online Registration: Register for an APS
certificate through the APS India website.

Pay Processing Fee: The fee for processing an APS
certificate is 200 euros.

Submit Application: Send the printed application
forms along with attested copies of the original
documents. You can either submit your application in
person at the APS India office in New Delhi or send it
by mail.

Document Review and Interview: Once your
application is submitted, the APS will assess your
documents and determine your eligibility for an APS
certificate. If deemed eligible, you will be invited for

an interview. During the interview, you will be asked
guestions about your educational background, study
plans, and knowledge of the German education system.

Certificate Issuance: Successful completion of the
interview results in the issuance of your APS certificate,
typically within 4-6 weeks of the interview.

Step 2: Find Your Nearest German Embassy or
Consulate

Start by using online resources, such as Google, to
locate the nearest German embassy or consulate Iin
your country or a nearby nation. Their official websites
provide valuable information, including requirements
and instructions for scheduling a visa appointment.

Step 3: Review Requirements and Procedures

Visit the student visa section of the German embassy’s
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website to carefully review the specific requirements
for your country and the steps for setting up a visa
appointment. Thoroughly familiarise yourself with
the documents you’ll need before scheduling your
appointment.

Step 4: Set Up Your Visa Appointment

Once you’'re well-prepared, follow the guidelines on

the official German embassy website in your country to
schedule your visa appointment. In some regions, it’s
advisable to apply for an appointment several weeks in
advance, as embassies can experience high volumes of
visa applications.

Step 5: Prepare Your Visa Application Documents

After confirming your appointment, double-check

all your documents to ensure you have everything in
order. You can handle this process independently and
won’t need to engage external consultants or agencies.

Step 6: Get Ready for Your Visa Interview

Before your visa interview, you’ll be required to pay
the application fee of €75.00 and have the payment
confirmation on hand.

Note:

This fee is non-refundable, even if your visa application
IS declined.
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Be sure to verify the exchange rate for your country’s
currency to pay the exact amount.

Adequately prepare for your interview, and be ready to
answer common student visa interview questions.

Following the interview, you’ll receive an official
response regarding the approval or rejection of your
visa application.

The duration for processing a German student visa
typically spans around 25 days, although this timeline
may vary based on factors like the specific German
Embassy and the country from which you are applying.
In certain situations, the processing period can extend
to 6-12 weeks, with the maximum processing time
reaching up to 3 months.
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OBTAINING A STUDENT RESIDENCE PERMIT
IN GERMANY

Here’s a step-by-step guide to settling in Germany as
an international student:

Secure Permanent Housing: Within your first week in
Germany with a study visa, you must secure permanent
accommodation.

Register at the Resident’s Office: Without delay,
you must register your address at the local Resident’s
Office. Upon registration, you’ll receive a confirmation
document known as ‘Meldebescheinigung.’

 Required registration documents include:

* A valid national passport or national ID card,
demonstrating a valid visa if you’re from a visa-regime
country.

e Rental contract.

 Confirmation letter of your residence, issued by your
landlord.

Enrol in Your Studies: Officially enrolling at the
university is vital to access your courses and university
resources. This process, known as matriculation,
Involves submitting various documents to the
university’s ‘Studentensekretariat’ (student affairs
office) and paying the semester fee to receive your
student ID and card.

Required enrolment documents include:

* National Passport/national ID Card, showing a valid
study visa for visa-regime citizens.

e Confirmation of admission to your chosen
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programme.

« German University Entrance Qualification or an
equivalent qualification allowing you to begin
university studies in Germany.

 Recent passport-sized photographs.
e Student Health Insurance.

Note: The international office, ‘Akademisches
Auslandsamt,’” at your university is your primary source
of information regarding academic and residence
requirements.

Apply for a Residence Permit for Studies: Once
you’re registered for your studies, you’ll need to
extend your visa by applying for a residence permit
for studies at the local Foreigner’s Authority,
‘Einwohnermeldeamt.’

Required residence permit application documents
INnclude:

Completed application form for a residence permit
(‘Antrag auf Erteilung eines Aufenthaltstitels’).

National passport/national ID card, demonstrating a
valid entry visa if you initially entered with a visa.

Documents confirming your permanent address in
Germany.

Confirmation of registration.
Rental contract.

A letter from your landlord verifying your permanent
address.
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Recent passport-style photographs.

Proof of financial subsistence (same evidence provided
during your visa application).

Proof of admission to your studies (e.qg., certificate of
enrolment, confirmation of admission, or evidence of

conditional admission).

*Application fee (56-100 euros for first-time
applicants, 49-96 euros for permit extensions, 28.8
euros for Turkish students).
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is a student visa required to study in Germany?

Yes, a student visa is mandatory for international
students planning to pursue their education in
Germany.

How do | apply for a German student visa?

The application process involves gathering required
documents, scheduling an appointment with the
German embassy or consulate, and attending an
Interview.

What is the processing time for a German student
visa?

Typically, the process takes up to 25 days, but this
duration can vary based on the specific embassy and
your country of application.

Do | need health insurance for my visa application?

Yes, you’ll need to provide proof of adequate health
iInsurance coverage when applying for your German
student visa.

Are there age restrictions for student visa
applicants?

No, there are no specific age restrictions for student
visa applicants; it is open to students of all ages.

What are the financial requirements for a student
visa?

You must demonstrate sufficient financial resources to
cover your living expenses while studying in Germany.

Stay ahead with Lurnable’s exclusive WhatsApp group g


https://chat.whatsapp.com/Cpx83hpqUBLGTmNWWIMAQB

Guide to Germany Lurn \/Oyage
Student Visas. Ebook from Lurnable.com

Do | nheed to prove my German language
proficiency for the visa?

Language proficiency requirements may vary by
programme, but it’s essential to meet the language
prerequisites outlined by your university.

Can | work while on a German student visa?

Yes, you can work part-time during the semester and
full-time during holidays. There are restrictions on the
number of hours you can work.

Is it possible to travel within the Schengen area
with a German student visa?

Yes, your German student visa allows you to travel
within the Schengen area without the need for an
additional visa.

What happens if my student visa application is
rejected?

In case of rejection, you can appeal the decision or
reapply with additional documentation. It’s essential to
address any issues that led to the initial rejection.
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